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2.4 - Clean electricity

CLEAN ELECTRICITY WITHOUT THICKENING THE BLANKET

Burning coal, oil and gas adds carbon dioxide (CO,) Solar and wind power make electricity
to the heat-trapping blanket around Earth. without adding more CO, while they run.
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The UK was where the world’s
first public coal-fired power
station opened, in 1882.
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More than half of the UK’s
electricity now comes from
renewable sources such as
wind, solar, hydro and bioenergy. ‘)
The cleaner our electricity becomes,
the cleaner everything becomes too.

In many places, building new
solar and wind power is now as

\L\/ cheap as, or cheaper than,
building new fossil-fuel power stations.

The big change is hopeful. The question is no
longer simply, “Can we afford clean energy?”
More and more, the question is, “How quickly
can we build it and connect it?”

We still need storage, better
grids and backup power for
calm, dark days.

The greenhouse effect shows us why extra greenhouse gases warm the planet. === Clean electricity shows us one way to stop adding so much to the blanket.

Solar and wind do not emit CO2 while generating. Construction and other lifecycle impacts still matter.
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