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4.4 - Capturing methane for useful energy

CAPTURING METHANE AND TURNING IT INTO ENERGY

Instead of escaping into the air and warming the planet,
methane can be captured and used as a powerful source of energy.

@ source

Organic waste breaks down
without oxygen, producing
methane.

(anaerobic digester) J

© cAPTURE
Methane-rich biogas is
collected through a sealed
system of pipes.

WITHOUT CAPTURE
Methane escapes into the atmosphere.
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Methane warms
&l the climate.

© Process
The biogas is cleaned
and stored, then sent to
an engine or generator.

WITH CAPTURE
Methane is captured and used.
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USEFUL ENERGY

The biogas is used to
generate electricity and heat
for homes and businesses.
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THE BIG IDEA

Capturing methane is a win—win.
It reduces emissions and provides clean energy.

Powerful methane
is kept out of
the atmosphere.
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Useful energy is
created from a
waste product.

ol
(
Lower emissions,

lower costs, and
stronger communities.

@ Smart systems today can turn a powerful greenhouse gas into part of the solution.

Capturing waste methane can reduce emissions. Burning it still produces CO2; preventing methane leaks matters.
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