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lllustration 7.4 — Blue carbon ecosystems
Mangroves, seagrass meadows, and salt marshes store carbon, protect coastlines, and support marine life.

MANGROVES , SEAGRASS MEADOWS ! A SALT MARSHES

Mangrove trees trap carbon in ' ' Seagrasses take in carbon dioxide Marsh plants trap carbon in

their roots, leaves, and in the . through their leaves and store their roots and in the mud.
waterlogged mud below. carbon in their roots and } f ‘ Waterlogged soil keeps carbon
Carbon can be stored for : 4 the seabed. P e locked away for a long time.

hundreds of years.

( WHY THEY MATTER )

STORE CARBON PROTECT COASTS SUPPORT WILDLIFE HELP PEOPLE ‘ BUILD RESILIENCE
These ecosystems absorb CO, They reduce wave energy, | They provide food and They support fisheries, | Healthy coasts are better
and store it in plants and soils. slow storm surges, and habitat for many species, livelihoods, tourism, | able to cope with storms
help prevent erosion. | on land and in the sea. ‘ and local communities. ‘ and sea-level rise.

Restoring and protecting blue carbon ecosystems helps both the climate and people.
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