THE CLIMATE CLASSROOM

lllustration 5.2 - How forests store carbon
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Forests absorb carbon dioxide from the air and store it. When forests are cleared,
that stored carbon is released and the forest can no longer absorb CO,.
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llustration 5.1 - How trees absorb and store carbon
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lllustration 5.3 - Sustainable forestry
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lllustration 5.4 - Forests as a global asset

LOCAL BENEFIT
from cutting forests

Countries can earn money
by cutting forests down.

FORESTS
ARE A
GLOBAL ASSET

Protecting them
benefits us all

Short-term money from timber,
agriculture, mining, etc.

GLOBAL PAYMENT
to locals for forest protection

The world pays countries to keep
forests standing.

(avoided

GLOBAL BENEFIT

GLOBAL COST
(much greater than local benefit)

When forests are cut, the whole world
pays a high price.
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EXTREME WEATHER, ECONOMIC LOSSES
FLOODS, DROUGHTS FOR EVERYONE

Large costs: more warming, disasters,
health problems and economic losses.

POSITIVE NET RETURN
after local payment

The world gains more than it pays.
Everyone wins.

warming and PAYMENT TO LOCALS

damage costs) (for forest protection)
Payment is slightly higher than the | w7
‘ benefit of cutting, making protection Net positive return for the world —
the better choice. a cooler, safer, healthier planet.

Paying countries to protect forests costs far less than =
the huge cost of a warmer, riskier world.

o PAY A LITTLE NOW. SAVE A LOT LATER.

A SMART INVESTMENT
IN OUR FUTURE
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