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lllustration 3.4 - The carbon sink

MU OEYS THE CARBON SINK MODEL - WHY CO, BUILDS UP
Emissions add CO, to the atmosphere. Nature absorbs some, but not all.
When more goes in than comes out, CO, levels rise.
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In 2025, humans add about 37.4 billion tonnes of CO, to the atmosphere each year. 400 e increases.
Nature removes about 30.0 billion tonnes. 350 Reduce what goes in.
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When the tap runs faster than the drain, the level rises. Turn the tap down. Open the drain wider. l RS i
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Note: Numbers rounded. Sources: Global Carbon Project (Friedlingstein et al., 2025) - Global Carbon Budget 2025 (data released 2026).
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