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lllustration 10.4 - Fire

10.4 FIRE: THE RIGHT CONDITIONS

Fire needs the right conditions to start and spread. GNITION CAN COME FROMMANY SOURCES
Three things are essential: fuel, oxygen and ignition. i B
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND FIRE RISK
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FUEL Climate change does not provide the
Dry vegetation IGNITION spark. But it can make heat, dryness
such as grass, A spark or heat and some wind conditions more

leaves, shrubs,
branches or trees

source common and more extreme.

That can mean more days of high
fire danger in many regions.

Remove any one of these and the fire cannot start

or will go out.
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A spark ignites dry fuel. | Heat dries nearby fuel Wind and slope push the | When conditions are . - 'm,a eichangescause A i re:
and the fire gets bigger. ‘ fire forward. Embers extreme, fires can f Fire risk depends on many things:
start new fires ahead. |

become very hard to stop. weather, vegetation, land management,
housing patterns, firefighting capacity

and human behaviour.

“,..climate change has nothing to do with it.”

° A warmer, drier world can make some fires
start more easily and spread more rapidly
when a spark occurs.
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